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Germany’s churches 
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Ire (Zermatt 


and cathedrals 


P ‘ 


Everyone knows, of course, that In 
Cologne, Worms, Freiburg, Aachen, 
Ulm and elsewhere ancient Gothic 
and Romanesque cathedrals tower 
up like castles Into the sky. Impres- 
sive structures down to the very 
treasures In their vaulta For even 
here, in this land of industry, tour- 
ism, Inter-City trains, airlines and 
motorways, churches, cathedrals 
and chapels have more than a spiri- 
tual function. They are reminders, 
thought-provoking. Cherished as 


artistic masterpieces. Take, for 
instance, the delightful Romanes- 
que church in Dletkirchen on the 
Lahn. Or the enchanting Wies- 
kirche, surrounded by the woods 
and meadows of the Alpine foot- 
hills in Upper Bavaria. Clear, serene, 
rococo splendour. Just two examp- 
les from many thousands. “Chur- 
ches," as James Joyce wrote in 
1915 on a Rhine Journey, "like 
miracles from heaven" 
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i Common Market countries pro- 
lie adopting a joint approach 

E international crises, 
jean of words, the 10 have now 
ptanised into action, 
a they intend to do was worked 
iLondon at a meeting of EEC for- 
mlsteis. 

i Common Market countries have 
janks because they feel closer ties 
curing in a world where the at- 
& has taken a distinct turn for 
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me again. 

(Britain’s Lord Carrington suggest- 
i« speech to the Obersee Club in 
higiast November, foreign min- 
ute to convene within 48 hours of 
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flie Soviet invasion of Afghanis- 
liook them over three months to 
:$her. 

loll staff of first-rate specialists 
9(110 Foreign Ministries will serve 
i&lng political secretariat, 
iniree main aspects of a policy 
^European foreign policy by Lord 
ijton, by Bonn's llans-Dietrich 


tory and include, for the first time, the 
prospect of recognition of Israel by the 
Arab world. 

Europe can count itself lucky that 
the crisis in world affairs come at a 
time when two key EEC countries are 
working towards comprehensive conso- 
lidation of the Common Market. 

They are Britain, where the Conserva- 
tives are in power, and France, where 
the Socialists head the government. 

The Community development program- 
me of President Mitterrand includes pro- 
posals which would have been welcome 
from his predecessors, but were not made. 

The French head of state lists ideas 
ranging from a common energy policy 
to a joint policy of developing key in- 
dustries for the future. 
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sun summit: wrestling with the 
Sterns of two hemispheres 
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^motivating forces behind 
^Groat Arms Debate 


Besides, the London decisions on a 
common foreign policy would have been 
inconceivable had the Gaullisls still held 
power in Paris. 

What, then, may come of the ideas 
put forward by Bonn's Foreign Minister, 
llerr Gensehcr, on a European Union? 
lie and Lord Carrington have for 
months pleaded the cause of a common 
approach to foreign and security policy. 

Common Market countries such us 
Italy and the Benelux states would fol- 
low suit without a moment’s hesitation. 
A draft tabled jointly by Bonn and 
Rome could be ready in time for the 
late- November London EEC summit. 


Chancellor Schmidt leaving hospital In Koblenz with his wife Lokl, after a heart 

operation in which a pacemaker was installed. He was quickly back at work. (See pagB 

(Photo; dpa) 


But misgivings have been voiced. 
America must not, it has been pointed 
out, gain the impression thut the Euro- 
pean it offers protection plan to go il 

alone. 

That is why all organised attempts to 
arrive at a common EEC policy are 
being kept to a low profile. 

There are two reasons why this cir- 
cumspection is advisable. For one, EEL 
foreign policy will be sure to differ 
somewhat from America's, especially in 
the Middle East. 

Second, the United States is both an 
Atlantic and a Pacific power. In a few 


years’ lime il will no longer be depend- 
ent on oil from the Middle East (unlike 
Western Europe). 

So American interests clearly do not 
always Ully with those of the European 
Community. 

The conclusions the Common Market 
is beginning to reach are that European 
foreign policy may not always go hand 
in hand with America's but that free 
partnership with the United States is de- 
sirable. 

This is a point on which all the Ten 
are agreed. Hermann Bohle 

(Der Tagesaplegel, 16 October 1981) 
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Bamberg, Bavaria 




Velbert Nevlges Church 
in the Ruhr 
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per and by Italy’s Emilio Colombo 
this organisational improvement. 

V are disarmament, East- West ties 

1 common peace policy for the 
iEail. 

Armament: The European 
jMliy is to try to enlist Soviet 
ft for a European disarmament 
<sice os proposed by France. 

;fWest lies: When an EEC For- 
■ Minister visits Warsaw, Budapest, 
J Berne or Moscow, his views arc 
JJ* to differ substantially from 
« his nine counterparts, 
priority is to be given to a joint 
S 1 !° peace in the Middle East, 
^amngton, the current chairman 
■ F ounc >l of Ministers, Is to 
.in Riyadh the European Com- 
2* views on the peace proposals 
Arabia’s Crown Prince Fahd. 

■f pposals both call for Israeli 
Oj r om all Occupied Arab torri- 
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JQERMAN TRIBUNE Is conduo- 
b, J a derihlp survey. With some; 

inn { i* i f86,t 8 P ortcar d II Included, 
w ij 1 h in and roturn as quickly as 
X. D ? NOT fill In th. card i if ; 
** 'Iraady done 10 thil year, 
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terms with the peace movement, accord- 
ing to delegates at the 27th annual con- 
ference of the North Atlantic Assembly 

in Munich. 

The movement is by no means 
limited to the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, and speakers made it clear that it 
is jeopardising the unifying effect of ex- 
ternal threat. , , 

The 14 Nato nations were represented 

by 172 members of the 14 legislatures. 

Chancellor Schmidt sent 1 a message to 
the meeting from his sickbed in Kob- 
lenz. He referred to Nato as the largest 
peace organisation of them all. 

P He also said, very much in \me with 

Nato policy, that peacekeeping would be 
a major item on the agenda of lus talks 

, The declared aim of the North Atlan- 
tic oact is to keep and safeguard the 
peat» by means of an active pohey,^- 

fprnhlv on the basis of an 'East w® 1 

S ot power at as low a level as 

P °Thta e 'conslstent Nato policy line te 
invariably held the Western alliance to- 

feether dLpite the different paths mem- 

ber^countries have chosen at times 
‘ f The external threat f™™ ‘hef^ 

often posed by ao many poweppohtical 


discuss war 


and peace 


activities 1 on the Kremlin’s part, has 
played a key role in ensuring that the 
justification for Nato’s existence has 
never been seriously questioned. 

, Richard StBcklen, president of the 
Bonn Bundestag, was mistaken in denn- 
ing the peace movement as a minonty 
that had been struck blind, i 
. So was * Mr Duffy, representing the 
British Labour Party, who . seriously 
called on Nato to endorse the peace 
movement and so to undermine its own 

resolutions. . 

Views thus varied, just as they differed 

on the attitude. Nato ought to take on a 

Middle East settlement. 

This showed at least that beginnings 
of a change in the general tenor of 
opinion in Western Europe were starting 

to make their mark on Nato. 

What, then, was to be done with sup- 
i ported, of . the peace movement who 
■could' not be'dlamieaed/as the Kremlin s 

fifth column? ‘ . . . 

What was the right attitude 1 to adopt 


towards people motivated solely by an- 
xiety about amis stockpiles in East and 

West going up with a bang? 

In the past defence pacts in general 
and Nato in particular have based their 
public relations work on condiseistions 
of military strategy without which 
defence policies are out of the question. 

It is now clear that more attention 
must be paid to powers of conviction 

t0 °A wide-ranging majority of Western 
European opinion is in favour of Nato 
and its aims. Forward public relations 
work must play its part in ensuring that 
Nato continues to enjoy this support. 

Objectively but with a sense of com- 
mitment, it must outline the part Nato 
plays In keeping the peace, in ensuring 
'social progress and in upholding the 
freedoms that are the bedrock of all 

Western democracies. . 

The Americans have indicated to the 
Russians that they are willing to talk 
about more than Euromissiles, where the 
Russians clearly hold the upper hand. ' 
Washington would also be willing to 
talk about a balance of power at all 
levels of armament. ' ; ' ; 

This is surely a point nt which' powers 
of persuasion could be used (o good ef- 
• feet right now. , . , ' Bodo Schulte, 

(NordwMt fritting, 16 October 1981) 
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Cancim summit: wrestling with the 
problems of two hemispheres 


T ho leaders of 22 countries met in 
Can cun, Mexico; to review problems 
facing the developing world and to try 
and restart North-South dialogue. 

They hoped to pave the way for glob- 
al negotiations under UN auspices In 
the course of which the two hemis- 
pheres were to come to terms. 

The North-South summit was held 
partly in view of a recommendation In 
the Brandt Report 

It must be seen against the back- 
ground of the dramatic deterioration In 
the position of the developing countries, 
especially the poorest. 

World population is rapidly incjeas- 
; ing. Hundreds of billions of dollars are 
squandered on armaments. The destruc- 
tion of man’s natural habitat continues 
unabated. 

The world’s population is about 4.5 
billion. By the end of the century it is 
expected to reach 6i billion, including 
about two billion Jiving in absolute po- 
verty and one billion suffering from 
manutritlon. 

So despite the cultivation of high- 
yield varieties of wheat or rice, despite 
improve irrigation techniques and farm- 
ing methods, . food problems will grow 
worse. 

They would be easier to solve if only 
some six million hectares of arable and 
pasture land in the drier parts of the 

world were not reclaimed by the desert 
every year. 

in Sudan, for instance, the Sahara has 


S oviet troops may overrun Afghan 
mountain villages and Poland may 
no longer be safe but that has not 
stopped Herr Schmidt and Herr Hon- 
ecker from making a tliird attempt to 
hold their intra-German summit 
Relations between Bonn and East Ber- 
lin may be better pigeonholed as home 
affairs, in one sense of the term, and 
only indirectly as foreign policy, but 

they are a sensitive pointer to the weath- 
er in Moscow. 

Superficially there has been no change 
in the circumstances of late. What, then, 
accounts for the sudden revival of inter- 
est in the intra-German summit? 

Soviet interests and those of East Ber- 
lin are interlinked. Moscow always 
.decides the issue, but the GDR does not 
• limit itself exclusively to toeing the line 
laid down by Mr Brezhnev, 
i It allows itself to be used by Moscow 
-while at the same time, try ing to put Its 
own financial wishes into effect. 

" f Jt pursues Soviet objectives in respect 
of the West, accepting as a binding rule 
the limits to leeway set by Moscow, yet 

aims at tho same time to do . bilateral 
business. 

A number of deadlines in the West 
are seen by the Soviet Union as promis- 
ing points on which to bring joint in- 
fluence to bear. 

They include implementation of the 
Nnto missile modernisation and disar- 
mament talks decision and the Social 
Democrats 1 party conference, due in a 
matter of months. So the GDR too Is 
back in business. 

„.*» . the summer of 19S0, when Heir 
Honecker refused to allow Chancellor 
Schmidt to visit Roatoek and Gtlstrow. 
whereupon the visit was postponed, he 
vns worried about Poland. 


moved 90km south over the past 17 
years. Along the northern perimeter of 
the Sahara about 100,000 hectares a year 
are lost to the desert 

About 200,000 to 300,000 hectares .a 
year all over the world grow unsuitable 
for cultivation as a result of unsatisfac- 
tory irrigation. Either salt or alkali 
makes the land barren. 

Even worse, a fifth of the world’s 
agricultural acreage is threatened or af- 
fected by erosion. 

Growing ecological problems result 
from inordinate and one-sided exploita- 
tion of natural resources, from more and 
more exhaust fumes, effluent and waste. 

Depopulation of the countryside leads 
to more slums and additional environ- 
mental problems. 

In 1950 there were 48 million people 
in the Third World who lived in cities 
with a population of over one million. 
By 1985 there will, in all probability, be 
nearly 500 million living In 147 gigantic 
cities. 

Already up to half the inhabitants of 
many cities are slum-dwellers. 

The developing countries’ share in 
world trade increased only slightly in 
the 70s. It still amounts to no more 
than a quarter, including the Opec 
countries’ 10 per cent. 

Their main trading partners are the 
industrialised countries, who account for 
about two thirds of the developing 
countries’ imports and exports, whereas 
only a quarter of their fexportq go to ' the 
Third World. 


The developing countries still earn 
most of their export revenue from 
marketing raw materials; In some coun- 
tries commodity exports account for 80 
or 90 per cent of the total. 

On aggregate the industrialised coun- 
tries remain in surplus In their trade 
with the Third World, although excep- 
tions prove the rule. 

The Federal Republic of Germany, for 
instance, is in deficit in trade with over- 
seas developing countries. 

The* balance of payments of many de- 
veloping countries has taken a dramatic 
turn for the worse even though net capi- 
tal transfers to the Third World in- 
creased 1 from $I9bn in 1970 to J8Ibn in 
1979 and the developing countries fund 
80 per cent of their Investment. 

Yet the Third World’s overall debts 
have increased from JlOObn to S350bn, 
or more than trebled, in this period and 
a number of developing countries have 
been unable to meet their commitments. 

At the end of last year Bonn agreed 
with 17 of the world’s poorest countries 
to Write off loans which, with interest 
payments, would have totalled DM35bn. 

' The higher price of energy is one of 
the main reasons why the developing 
countries are so deep in debt. 

Their overall oil bill has increased 
from SSbn in 1973 to S70bn in 1980. It 
more than 'doubled In just two years. 

Against this gloomy background it is 
easy to see why the developing countries 
are levelling extremely heavy demands at 
the industrialised world. 


Honecker and Schmidt sense 
a change of climate 


With German thoroughness the East 
Berlin leaden expected events to take a 
drastic course in Poland, making it advi- 
sable to cut to bare, non-committal rou- 
tine all contacts with the West. 

Besides, the detailed preparations for 
the talks by Bonn, little of which was 
divulged at the time, would have made 
the GDR leader distinctly less enthusias- 
tic about the intra-German summit. 

East Berlin has since realised that Po- 
land has emerged as a chronically sick 
man of the East bloc and badly In need 
of Western economic backing. 

The. GDR : has sensed .that the Soviet 
interest In retaining control over Poland 
does not extend to a ban on ties be- 
tween East Berlin and Bonn.. Moscow 

has more pressing worries. 

Thus East Berlin’s leeway for ties with 
the West has increased to an extent that 
allows^ the GDR to derive specific bene- 
fit of its own. 

The GDR now seems to be consider- 
mg what bilateral prospects it might 
have, with a view to possibly linking 

them with moves against the West’s se- 
curity policy. ; 

East Berlin’s leeway towards Bonn is 

more limited than it was before the 

summer of 1980 and developments in 
Poland. 

_ The GDR has to mske sun Moscow 

S' even Hut Hes .with Bonn 
treach the policy of demarcation 
Md lead to Polish ideas taking root in 

East Berlin. . in . . . . , , . . 



That is why Herr Honecker can hard- 
ly afford to risk making substantial in- 
tra-German offers of any kind, such as a 
reduction of the age over which GDR 
citizens are allowed to visit the. West. 

At the SBme time he wguldi. doubtless 
enjoy being able to make a gesture, of 
limited concession and to feel the easier 
atmosphere that might result from a 
meeting with Herr Schmidt. 

The GDR leader would ; gladly take 
the kudos to be gained from .meeting 
the: Bonn Chancellor on equal terms, 
given that Herr Schmidt enjoys a high 
international, reputation. . . 

Mr Brezhnev’s - visit to Bonn next 
month should make it easier to set new 
bounds to East Berlin’s ties. with the 
West. The Soviet leader would be happy 
to see Heir Honecker given backing. 

He will be in Bonn three days before 
the. beginning of the Geneva talks on 
medium-range nuclear, missiles, so it 
would be surprising if Mr Brezhnev were 
not to pull some spectacular offer or 
other out of the hat, , 

He might, for instance, offer a unila- 
teral Soviet missile moratorium for the 
duration of the talks, expecting the West 
German peace movement, especially, its 

,.i « .... . ^ ensure i the 

West replied in kind, i, 

The West; of ; coursev would be expect- 
ed to forgo stationing fresh i missiles in 
Europe in return. 

A unilateral missile . moratorium by 
the ‘.Soviet- Union would) not,, for the 
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Their interests may nn i J 
identical but the Third 
still share a number of aim* 1 
According to Ifo, the MunU d 
search institute, the dJS£| 

‘ ri “ have . the following M 
objectives in common: H 

• National sovereignty on".J 
issues. 

• A greater say in the dedsbj 
by mte matronal organisations 1 

• Greater benefit from econaJ 

with the industrialised countricil 

In detail they aim at stable coni 
ty prices and export earning 1 
other words, higher commbdity mj3 
Their objective here is an 
raw materials programme with * 
mon Fund to finance buffer stock)! 
to promote the exploitation and wJ 
ing of raw materials. | 

The, Tliird World countries woJ 
like to increase their share of trod 
d us trial output from the present] 
per cent to 25 per cent by the [J 
the century. 1 

They further aim at keeping oiJ 
tional corporations In check and I 
forming the international monetary] 
tern to mobilise out-rate develops 
aid loans. j 

Most of these demands ate felt | 
unacceptable in their present form] 
the industrialised world, although j 

may In part be admitted to haw I 
justification. 1 

This is conceded, for instance, foj 
spect of Third World calls for M 
access to industrialised markets. 1 

It went without saying that the (j 
cun summit could hardly be expecltfl 
accept Third World demand wtoloj 
But there was a growing appreciitid 
North-South interdependence; ra 
was at least, a step forward. J 

' 1 ■ PeteKm 

(KJfllsr NachrlchtAh, 19 October! 

-I 

time being, reduce Soviet superiority, 
it would certainly put the cat among 
pigeons in the West. 

Shortly afterwards, before the 
party conference, Herr Schmidt is <fof, 
visit Herr Honecker in the GDR. 1 j 

At the last congress of the SED. H 
Honeckeris party, . the . GDR eugged 
that intra-German progress might 
benefited by Bonn showing 

missile modernisation. 1 

East. Berlin has yet to say that 
must 1 1 jrensge q(i: missile ; mpd«ni 
before the two can meet, but p«l 
t Ions' for ‘ the' in tra-Germari siimipft 
not yet seriously begun, 1 i 
The GDR must realise that any fj 
sine qua non would Inevitably mew 
summit. . t . 

. East Berlin could,. hovyeY^M 
mere mention of linkage between r 
pressure pn America and pregt® 5 1 
tra-German ties;oyer and abov^au 

i '■ ! Continued on page 5 1 
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olitical questions follow 
Schmidt’s heart surgery 



ffis, 




Artillor, Helmut Schmidt, has 
*,mak0r placed In his heart. Tha 
the military hospital in 
B wrt decided on after an exami- 
ned that there was a danger 
nfulirltlfli In the heartbeat. 

j jf Chancellor Schmidt resumes 
i normal work soon, his heart 
cannot fail to have political 

anas. 

oilier how optimistic the state- 
« his physical condition, ques- 
ioot his personal future remain 
jtty are naturally also questions 
b future of his government, 
fee Democrats have always 
I that their coalition with the 
inpi on the government being 
iby Helmut Schmidt, 
sdt is 62 now and must ask lilni- 
ilher the warning signal from his 
jhuuld not make him consider 
| 5 p the arduous work of a Chan- 
•it the end of this legislative peri- 
!e C hancellor’s 16-hour work day 
tall have made him suppress or 
:lbe warning that lay in the fact 
a had repeatedly had to go to the 
a Military Hospital for treatment, 
i tain people engaged in internu- 
iplitks have to endure and the 


tight schedules by which they have to 
abide is enormous anywhere. But Bonn 
appears to impose a particularly strain 
on the heart, which might have to do 
with the climate of the Rhine Valley 
which is anything but conducive to the 
cardiovascular system. 

Foreign Minister Genscher, Economic 
Affairs Minister Count Lambsdorff, 
Finance Minister Matthflfer and SPD 
Chairman Brandt all preceded Schmidt 
with their heart problems. 

Nobody, not even a doctor, can say 
for sure whether Helmut Schmidt’s heart 
troubles are due to the constant friction 
with his coalition partner and to grow- 
ing opposition to his policies within his 
own party. 

Conditions within the government 
and the Chancellor’s party are unsettled 
enough to have given rise to speculation 
in connection with Schmidt’s condition. 

The Free Democrats are biding their 
lime pending the outcome of the dis- 
pute among the Social Democrats, be it 
on security, energy or social affairs 
issues. 

And as to the SPD, its problem is 
that there is no “crown prince” in sight 
who could guarantee the continuity of 
Schmidt’s policy. 



Chancellor Schmidt on the way back 
home after the operation. 

(Photo: Sven Simon) 

Hans Ape! and Hans Jochen Vogel 
have manoeuvred themselves out of the 
main field; Hons Matthofcr has already 
dismissed any such ideas due to his own 
heart problems. 

And Willy Brandt is keeping his cards 
close to his chest. 

One thing is for sure, however. The 
party’s left wing, headed by Erhard Ep- 
plcr, is striving for the majority even at 
the risk of shattering the coalition. 

Helmut Schmidt’s heart rhythm dis- 
order may be corrected through the pa- 
cemaker. But the unrest in the coalition 
is now even more unlikely to settle than 
before. Hans Jtirg Sottorf 

(HandelsblBtt, 15 October 1981) 
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in since the establishment of the 
INhI Republic of Germany have 
?tei.sq many complaints about 
fiicallon of our party system. 

hever before have these eom- 
Jbeen less justified, for there are 
i low that things arc changing, 
hot along the lines the public 
no clamouring for. 

Jig the Grand Coalition, many 
‘found that the “cartel of populist 
{had a disintegrating effect that 
tegly favoured the extreme wings 
ah the right and the left. 

^hen the Grand Coalition ended 
•for the first time in 20 years — a 
Democrat became Chancellor, a 
w taken towards a German ver- 
fi two-groupings system that was 
* tantamount to a two-party sys- 
Outwardly, this was demonstrated 
1 bet that the electorate became 
J®* to the welcome institution 
“ncellorship candidate. 
a |kr 20 years, of CDU chanccl- 
8| id 12 years of an SPD/FDP 
Jwt, our parly system lias to 
^another first: how will — for 
Jrttinie in German party history 
transition from government 
'position take place: the classical 
°f the guard, so to speak? 

J attempts to bring about this 
p by establishing a fourth party 
POP refused to go along) are 

^forgotten now and must be seen 
pit history. 

^l«ef Strauss and Helmut Kohl 
8cl U ed their dispute. 

sp? 11 as t0 wll ° ls 10 sland tor 

JT^Jorship has been postponed, 
CDU opposition leader Kohl 
JL*® means be seen as the' natu- 
. Jute should a change tdke place 
S, • CUrrent legislative period. 1 

I inJ^ -* 1 ® faced. With is an opposl- 
biding its' time, a “Sonthbfen 
Plane”, qs CDU Secretary- 
. Heiner Geissler recently put it. 
this waiting period there 


Party system 
comes 
under fire 

have been many changes in the German 
party scene. The “Green” (environmen- 
talist) movement that was ushered in 20 
years ago by the “established" chancel- 
lorship candidate Willy Brandt and Ins 
campaign slogan “Blue Skies Over the 
Ruhr Region" has mcanwhde spread, 
disregarding such conventional classifi- 
cations as “left” and “right . . 

Former citizens’ action groups have 
meanwhile become political parties - 
parties whose representatives now sit in 

State parliaments an d city councils. At 
the same time, the established parties in 
the Bundestag have seized upon a new 

theme: fear and security. 

There arc signs of growing uncertainty 
_ especially among the coalition parties 
and, to a somewhat lesser degree, among 
the conservatives — concerning nucl r 

'"Thfs uncertainty, which extends all 
the way, to the experts, reflects the diffi- 
culties of our demanding socfe^j m a 
world that has become more complex 
and, by the same token, smaller. , . 

This new development which, in vari- 

in 

... a tide of differing moons, 

LttiUte ahd apprchefistois, tejong 
since, tmtheti the establisted parties. It 

“ “ pt,ce Mb '*‘ 

Ctota-recently 

'spcTof.an^ncrecrbg^n^ 

"tism“ : in the peace and ecolc^y ; iw . 
■ment. "■ 1 ' ' ' 


The foreign and above all Western 
European response to the Bonn Peace | 
March indicates concern over a “new na- , 
tionalism from the left" rather than the 
revival of anti-Western civilisation fali- ( 

guc. i 

The controversial question among the 
Greens as to whether their aims are bet- 
ter promoted within or outside Parlia- 
ment has been decided inasmuch as 
they managed to capture seats in a 

number of States. 

There, it has now been brought home 
to them how difficult it is to convert 
ideas and general objectives into practi- 
cal politics. 

Should the new movement succeed in 
entering the Bundestag as well in 1984, 
these difficulties are bound to multiply. 

The SPD (and, to a lesser extent, the 
FDP) are likely to be drawn Into the 
ever more dangerous vortex of splitting 
tendencies within their parties. This 
would mean that they would be weak- 
kened still further as coalition partners. 

And should that happen, even Chan- 
cellor Schmidt could not dispel doubts 
as to their ability to govern. 

Should the desire to be in the opposi- 
tion - and this is no longer unthink- 
: able - lead to a split, the conservatives 
i waiting time would in all likelihood be 

j shortened. , 

This is one way in which the first 

i transition from opposition to govern- 
ment appears conceivable. 

While in. Britain the split pf the U- 
; hour Party Has' improved, the chances of 
a Liberal-Social idvCrnment, the more 
' likely possibility iri this country would 
be a Liberal-Conservative government. 

. . The petrification of the parties would 
1 thus be broken. But the question as to 

• h ow such still diffuse trends would af- 
fect day-to-day parliamentary work in 

;lhe foe Of- dlriiinlshlng- growth ahd • 

i growing demandsremains to be answered. 

• 6 Hans Schuster 

(SOddcutwM Ztiltung. 15 October 1980 


Opposition 

maintains 

course 

C DU foreign and security policy will 
remain unchanged, for the time 
being anyway. 

Franz Josef Strauss opposes any 
change and so do the foreign policy ex- 
perts of the party and CDU journalists. 
Opposition leader Helmut Kohl consi- 
ders that a review h3s already taken 
place. 

The internal CDU dispute over for- 
eign and security policy has flared up 
again sooner than anticipated. 

So it is interesting to see the atti- 
tudes of CDU voters on the current 
issues under dispute - interesting not 
only for the CDU but also for SPD 
strategists. 

It was therefore the Social Democratic 
planners who took the trouble to analyse 
opinion polls with that particular ques- 
tion in mind. 

In doing so, they used opinion sur- 
veys made by several institutes in the 
first half of this year. 

Some of the details that transpired are 
noteworthy. 

• Double Nato decision: 61 per cent 
of CDU/CSU voters (SPD; 72) want to 
“negotiate immediately and not boost 
defences.” Only 32 per tent of the 
CDU/CSU voters (SPD: 21) favoured 
the basic concept of the decision, i.e. 
"instant negotiations and simultaneous 
revamping of defences." 
e 66 per cent of CDU/CSU voters 
(SPD: 46) approved of the thesis: “If no 
successful negotiations arc possible, we 
must revamp our defences lo make up 
for the Russians' headway." And 30 per 
cent (SPD: 50) opted for the formula- 
tion: “Since negotiations arc tedious and 
take a long time, no revamping of 
defences for the time being because the 
West is strong enough anyway.” 

e Introduction of the neutron weapon 
for Nato: “Rather in favour”: 47 per 
cent (35); “Rather against”: 50 per cent 

(62). 

e For close military, foreign policy and 
social ties with the USA: 27 (21). 

1 • For military but not social tics with 

’ the USA: 5 1 (45). 

• For military and social independence 
j from the USA: 22 (34). 

, This picture of public opinion essen- 
s tially corresponds to the public disputes 
. between the politicians of the two major 

camps. 

- But the picture presented by CDU 
s voters is much less uniform than the 

conservatives would like to make us be- 
- lieve. The differences between the CDU 
- leadership and its voters are particularly 
s sharp over the neutron weapon. 

e Disregarding the old dispute within 
the CDU/CSU, the picture presented by 
st the polls is interesting for two reasons: 
l- first, the relatively strong minority of 
dissenters among CDU voters represents 
B . a vulnerable point of attack for the po r 
af litical opponent and, secondly, the nun- 
re ority positions extend far beyond dyed- 
id inrthe-wool CDU/CSU voters right into 
the political centre of the electorate. 
ld It is from there that Getssler wants to 
to recruit the necessary additional votes for 
the CDU by heavy campaigning. Kohl 
in wants exactly the some, but he wants to 

hd" go'about it more discreetly. i 

Werner A. Perger \ 

(Deutsches AlSgemoiiic* Soimlag&blatt, 
alV II Octpber 1981) 
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GERMANY 


e motivating forces behind 
the Great Arms Debate 


O n the 32nd anniversary of the 
GDR, there was a military parade 
on Karl- Marx- Allee in East Berlin. 
Tanks, missiles and the entire arsenal'Of 
modem Weaponry were paraded past 
party officials. 

"Tens of 'thousands of working people 
from the capital city lined up to greet 
the march-past enthusiastically," Neues 
Deutschland, the paty newspaper proud- 
ly proclaimed. 

Three days later the largest demon- 
stration since the war was held in the 
Federal Republic of Germany, but it was 
dedicated to peace. • 

Die Welt said: "People Jaugh a' lot, 
people you have never seen in your life 
before link arms. White flags and ban- 
ners outnumber the red, and there is 
music everywhere. 

'There are Irish folk songs to the 
sound of the pipes, working class songs 
and chansons, then, suddenly drowning 
litem all, the chorus of the Internatio- 
nale and the strains of ‘We shall over- 
come,' the song of the US civil rights 
movement. 

“At the end. In response to a loudspea- 
ker appeal, hundreds of people creep 
.through the mud to collect waste paper 

and trash that are piled up in enormous 
heaps.” 

Die Weft appropriately headlined the 
article: "Bonn Half Fortress, Half Festi- 
val." 

Several Communist organisations took 

' ■ ■ ■ i . . 



part in the Bonn demonstration. One 
wonders whether they would have 
preferred to swell the ranks of the en- 
thusiastic crowds in East Berlin. 

In Bonn they made little or no im- 
pact on the general, mainly cheerful 
community spirit, but, that did not pre- 
vent Opposition leader Helmut Kohl 
.from talking in terms of a Popular Front 
of Social Democrats and Communists. 

He did so because 50 SPD members 
of the Bonn Bundestag had endorsed 
the demonstration against the wishes of 
the parliamentary party. 

One was, indeed, left with the impres- 
sion that a number of the government’s 
critics felt unable, despite the surprising- 
ly peaceful nature of the protest; to part 
company with the visions of horror they 
had been expecting. 

Herbert Kremp wrote a gloomy edi- 
torial in the very issue of Die Welt from 
which the cheerful description already 
quoted was taken: 

“The pathos of a new era was appar- 
ent,, a note of radical change,” he wrote, 
"which unlike the Extra-Parliamentary 
Opposition of the late-60s, had specific 
objectives” 

What can have accounted for the dis- 
crepancy between the two?. The cjemo 
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was, of course, far from uniform. Some 
of the main speakers and a fair number 
of groups of various kinds did indeed 
have specific objectives. 

Heinrich Albert^ for instance, the 
ie former Berlin mayor, is unable to dis- 

re abuse himself of the absurd idea that 
i- the Federal Republic of Germany is an 
occupied country. 

- Erhard Eppler, a fellow-Social Demo- 
il crat, former Bonn Cabinet Minister and 
r SPD leader in BadefrWtlrttemberg, was 
I Unable to resist the temptation to use 
t demagogic turns of phrase such as 
“breaking the bonds” or “the language 
* of slaves.” 

J But ' the overwhelming majority of the 
f 250,000 people who took part in the 
demo, especially the young people, did 
■ so" for the experience, especially that of 
1 feeling- their views were confirmed by 
strength of numbers. 

■ TV reporters who asked demonstrators 
whether they had been on previous de- 
mos were repeatedly told: “No, it’s the 
first time I’ve ever been on one." 

They were also told: "Yes, I’d take 
part in one again provided no violence 
was expected ” 

This ' summer an opinion poll by 
Emnid, the Bielefeld market research in- 
stitute, revealed that 69 per cent of peo- 
ple in the Federal Republic objected to 
taking an active part in peace movement 
campaigns. 

A mere nine per. cent had lent them 
support in the past, while 90 per cent 
were of the opinion that the Bundes- 
wehr served to help keep the peace. 

As for objectives, the appeal launched 
by Aktlon Siihnezeichen and Aktlonsge- 
meinscMt Dienst filr den Frieden , joint 
sponsors of the Bohn demo, read as fol- 
lows: 

“We call on the governments of Nato 
countries to withdraw their approval of 
the decision to station new medium- 
range missiles in Europe.” 

The reference is to the twofold Nato 
resolution, reached in Brussels in De- 
cember 1979, which said that the super- 
powers must agree to reduce the number 
of new Soviet miSslIeg aimed at targets 
in Eastern Europe and that, failing 
agreement, the West Would have to em- 
bark on a ' missile mpdemisatlon pro- 
gramme of its own from 1983. " 1 

So the aim of the Borin protest was to 
scrap a resolution for which Chancellor 
Schmidt and Foreign Minister Gepscher 
had worked enthusiastically and unti- 
ringly. ■ 1 i 

Bonn’s efforts in this direction niay 
be outlined starting with the agreement 
reached by Herr Schmidt and Mr Brezhnev 
.ip May 1978. " ’ 

After long and difficult negotiations 
the two rpen agreed ip writing that tlo- 
onp was to aim at military superiority 
and ; that approximate equality and parity ' 
were a sine, qua .non of further coopera- 
tion and arms cpts. , ■ ■ 

, Jim#, 1979 tlie Chancellor urgently i 
adylsed: ^Soviet Unjon, which had , 
: carried .on, jegardless with its, medium- , i 

range missile build-up, tq. abide, by the < 
terms of the agreement, otherwise Nato 1 
wqqid h#ye no chpice but to go ahead i 
*# rpisslle modernisation. \ ( 

■ : ’ ThJa, warning was to no. avaii, where up* , a 
oq ■ Nato . reached l^s December 1979 > 
twofpid decision, .which, was the first of 
its kind to use the slick and the , carrot , 


m this way. Either disarms 
were to be negotiated) 
States would embark o„ an z} 
up of its own. ^1 

Then the Soviet Union W, 
anlstan and talks behveen'fi 
and Moscow ground to a halt m 
Helmut Schmidt made one of & 
speeches he has ever dSu 
Bundestag on the day befall 
demo. 1 . I 

1 . v ro . t ?^ e " ilo w»i*wrfh i 

today," he and,. "I shoiildfetlj 
. I too was worried wjito, „ 
ning of lost year, the Soviet .uJ 
invaded Afghanistan and ties Ml 
tlie superpowers Were broken cO 
Washington and. Moscow rib lrf 
on speaking terms, let alorie kJ 
I in S” ' J 

It took him 18 months b/W| 
to play a key role in ensuring thj)| 
rica agreed to start official taks til 
Russians on 30 November. 1 
It was not only tough gobifl 
Chancellor was repeatedly accujjl 
America of appeasement, 1 ofUjf 
himself to be intimidated by the j 
sians and of betraying Nato. A 

And now ' the results of three ji 
work wefe to be jeopardised 
number of Idealists believed 3 
disarmament was more likely tol 
the cause of peace. ' 

They felt that the right attitude, 
peacemaker’s frame of mind, ws 
ough to ensure that the required ill 
affairs, peace, would reign. 1 

When the point is argued mlh s 
vlnced members of the peace monj 
it is easy to see why it is so dlffitjl 
come to terms with them. 

At this point reason is N 
against emotion. They say ttiey j 
nothing for reason. Where has it pil 
The answer given is that 
year is spent on arms in a worldil 
famine reigns in many areas, yet 
has gained one iota in security. 

Indeed, the argument continues; 
risk of everyone going up in smoke 
of these days is greater than ever. . 

True, tho amis race and mutual da 
rence have kept the peace for the |j 
36 years but arc by. no means lied 
continue doing sq ad infinitum. . j 
It could wel] he that the arms q 
may gain a momentum of its own d 
get out of control entirely. . 

Yet there is no indication whatel 
that headlong unilateral . .disarmaw! 
would ensure greater . security. When, 
the link, between, t ihp emotional ^ 
for peace op the onc.handana 
the other? .. , 

Where is. the transmission? ^ c 
emotion be conv^fted |ptp ppliofl? j 
The progress of a‘ ' grassroph rjo 1 
ment of this kind, .unlmmpe^ 
objective necessities of ,castjng 
cqps such as. , alliqncp. 
party, conference (tensions or .tip If] 
'fascinating and' sweeps one stoflfr . • 

, But whep ' thp; emotions) , 
not followed by agtion. 
spreads - or .Jef^wlng^ 'en'tliwjf® 
followed by ^he desirp for a righlrr 
strongman. ; ."' v ; ■ -J 

, Jhe Bon q 

York times was wrong hi .eojWrfJ 
i impression . th^t anti-ArriBncapisf" U 
neutralism sent dqm 0118 ^ 1 ? ^ ■ 

stroefe, l( |i.i- , ,i ■ i.- 


ATE security 


Taking the lid off the 
undercover works 





j Their 

imore ^ep^e^ed, ^/ 
dpnpmlpatcfr. , People, .n, , WIJJW 
m deslipcypp pf . na|uie iti |ts w 

. ■ J fK * 



. People. . 'fraye. pjway^ 
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ffl jj ra |: Republic of Germany’s v 

Willigance organisation, the Bun- n 

liriehtendlenst, has been operating 
ifrtari, It Is subject to control by 0 

Lfftiry committees which are jj 

[to secrecy. With a few exceptions, 

£7 based in Pullach near Mun- 
l dons its Job well. There have 
Inr Internal scandals revealed and l 

a many renegades ready to throw a 
,rln tha works. | 

my of the BND’s agents arc sta- f 
boned abroad. They report bock 
filling that may effect the Federal t 
iii security including foreign af- > 
ioformation, economic matters, 
technology and other military in- i 

upey also watches other intelli- ( 

i igtndcs, so it is involved in | 

s-intelllgence, together with the - 

jfor the Protection of the Consti- , 

:md Its state counterparts. 

iinks out specific missions outside 

salty for the government. 

ifl this, the agency answers to the 

d the Chancellery, Manfred Lahnst- 

j regulation manual specifically 
M the BND must stay out of 
atk affairs. 

turns laid down specifically be- 
lit has strayed into the domestic 
Rathe past, and the reverberations 
alt; and loud. 

btieqyy j? headed by a president 
j rice-president, and for the first 
foe two offices are now held by 
s lawyers who can look back an 
aic rises: Dr Klaus Kinkel and his 
Jitsldcnt, Norbert Klusnk, both 45. 

& are non-partisan and both began 
irareers at the Bonn Interior Min- 
'■ Dr Kinkel had overall charge of 
nnister’s office and later became 
lot the planning staff at the For- 
'IGnlstiy. He was appointed presi- 
ef the BND when his predecessor, 
al W$ssel, retired in 1979. 
i BND has four departments of 

Climate change 

Continued from page 2 

quotas would be enough tp 
tap. rolling. . 

*GDR could then sit back and 
Jjjtpcrts would start negotiating on 
projects in' which it is in- 
™ for financiar reasons and Bonn 
in order to consolidate ties. 
JJ Schmidt, on the other hand, 

^ like to reach ' agreement with the 
leader on a reduction in 
lyjjnt visitors to East Berlin arid 
IJDR are required, to exchange per 

ftT ,r hancellor 'hear nothing of 

that Bonn might in any way be 

Lff from ties with Washington, 

K ■■ 8 P6fL9e : movement. , 

Ijl , m °ro Hen Honecker .^rieq to 
r of disarmament the , more 

10 f,r tjlB intra-pet- 
rjmrt are still very much in their 
Both sides are iriitlng Jfor Mr 
, k 'visit BbhW'bdfdite* getting 
^“hvsinesi ' l; ' ‘ "»■ J [ ilf 

Claus Genndch 

.ffrM.kfurter Allgemelne Zollung 
DBriWchlina; 16‘Oetfabir 1981) 


which Department III is seen as the 
most important. , 

It is this department that is in charge 
of obtaining and analysing political, mi- 
litary, economic, scientific and technolo- 
gical information. 

The results are forwarded directly to 
the Chancellor or to the Ministry that 
commissioned the work. The reports are 
formulated in a way that makes it im- 
possible to establish the sources of in- 
formation. i 

Department I engages in classical in- 
telligence work abroad through a net- 
work of Informers. 

Department II is in charge of tech- 
nical intelligence. It relies heavily on the 
monitoring of the telecommunications 
of foreign military command posts. Un- 
like the operators in the field, the men 
who staff Department II run no perso- 
nal risks. 

Department IV evaluates material it is 
fed and drafts the relevant reports. 

In doing so, it naturally makes the 
greatest possible use of electronic data 
processing. 

Tire BND is staffed by people special- 
ised in 30 academic professions plus ci- 
vil servants, soldiers and other em- 
ployees. 

Its activities are governed by strict re- 
gulations and subject to tight controls. 

These controls are not so much exer- 
crised by the executive branch but by 
parliament, through four Bundestag 

committees. " ' 

The control mechanisms do not fol- 

low any regular pattern but usually be- 
come active when something goes 

wrong. . „ „ 

The top controlling body is the Par- 

liamentary Control Commission which 
consists of the floor leaders of the par- 
ties represented in the Bundestag and a 
number of MPs with specialised know- 
ledge in the field of intelligence. 

Then there is the G-10 Committee 
which consists of five MPs from the 
parties represented in the Bundestag. 

Its specific control function is to 
watoh over the strict adherence to Ar- 
ticle 10 of the Constitution which pro- 
tects the citizen from eavesdropping by 

1,1 A^sub-cominittec of 0-10 ev.lu.tes 
circumstances under which the “na- 
tionally guaranteed postal and telephone 

Be T^.BN y D b0 i. Uf e«™ m e.,. rtuPtant to 

talk about successes or .failure?. .. , ■ 

..Some .300 GDR 

the West between the eatpblfshF 16 ^ ?* 
he BND as ari arm of tfie , aoverelgn 

Bonn govepiment, , (Its 

th«f depen^Wnlsatlon#* ejected 

under.. American Jurta_drctM) the 
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defectors made their way to West Ger- 
many via various East Bloc countries. 

But even during the Gehlen era the 
organisation was successful in uncover- 
ing and “turning” East Bloc agents 
operating in this country. 

For a long time, Germany was a play- 
ground not only for GDR spies but also 
for agents from other Communist coun- 
tries, primarily Poland. 

It is meanwhile common knowledge 
that the embassies of East Bloc coun- 
tries are staffed with “diplomats” on 

special assignments. 

The BND has been instrumental in 
the uncovering and arrest of many East 
Bloc spies. 

Take "Operation Bohemia” when the 
Americans persuaded intelligence officers 
of the Czechoslovakian intelligence sub- 
agency in Karlovy Vary to defect to 
West Germany. This led to the unmask- 
ing of many East Bloc agents who later 

stood trial in Munich. 

In another spectacular mission dubbed 
“Operation Daisy”, the chief secretary of 
GDR Prime Minister Otto Grotewohl 
was prompted to defect to this country. 
There have been many other unpubli- 
cised missions of this nature. 

The invasion of Czechoslovakia by 
East Bloc troops til 1968 came as no 

surprise. . . ... 

Not only was Bonn forewarned by di- 
rect agents’ reports, but the Communi- 
cations Battalion of the Defence Minis- 
try stationed in Rheinbach near Bonn 
had monitored the various troop move- 
ments by radio. .... 

The defection to the West of Lt Stil- 
ler and his secretary in 1979 dealt a se- 
vere blow to the East Berlin Ministry of 

State Security. 

Stiller and his secretary, managed tp 
bring with them a : huge.?rray of files on 
the last Qemn. intelligence network, 
This bold venture cawefi ?V°h *r 

back to East Bloc intelligence , that .the 
entire Spy network had to be, reorganised 

from' top to bottoiri. ■ 

Many East Bloc agente operating in 

1 "• •' 
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’utopian ideas iare the result. Ernst 
■Bloch taught us : that, concrete iptopja had 
a creative i force; while Max Weber: said 
that without illusions. notMngitruiy groat 
has ! ever been lf .*pcWPW- i the 

WQ But abstract utopias ipid, neg^ive 
ctnns are what motivate toda/s peace 
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tn the mistaken beUefithafauoh fears 
have n6ver beforebeetiso vridespread. 


the West were unmasked as a result of 
the papers.' 

'Wed Germany’s counter-intelligence 
gathered startling new insights into the 
methods of East Bloc Intelligence opera- 
tions. 

In addition, the information provided 
by Stiller proved of enormous economic 
value. 

■It goes without saying that any in- 
formation gathered is passed on to our 
allies. 

This exchange of information takes 
place on a bilateral basis. The results of 
information gathering missions abroad 
and their degree of urgency are relayed 
to the various government departments 
in Bonn, primarily the Defence Ministry 
plus the Ministries of Economic Affairs, 
Interior and Science and Technology. 

In the recent past, the BND has con- 
centrated its work on developments in 
conflict areas world-wide, among them 
Afghanistan, Iran-Iraq, Chad and, lately, 

Poland. 

The BND has its price - but then 
there can be no security at bargain rates. 

For 1981, the federal government had 
to budget for DM177m to maintain the 

agency. 

Those who get a chance to take a clo- 
ser look at the Pullach headquarters are 
invariably startled by the spartan nature 
and clockwork precision of the organisa- 
tion . . ^ 

Though the offices m the building 
where, during the Hitler era, Martin 
Bormann planned his extermination 
'campaigns are functional and ^ now bear 
perfectly human traits, it Is impossible 
riot to get a shudder at the thought of 
what was done within those walls during 
that darkest era of German history. 

* The BND’s work uhfolds in an at- 
mosphere of absolute devotion to duty 

and far from any publicity. • 

■ Naturally, there have been - mistakes 
and they should- not btf swfcpt under the 
caipet — any more than outstanding 

•SUCCOSSCSj '*■ • 1 1 ' 

; There was, for instance, Heinz Felfe 
who held one of 'the top positions at the 
agency with tho reports of all agents 
abroad landing on his desk until the day 
when he was uncovered as an East < Ber- 
lin spy and sentenced* to .15 years' im- 
prisonment. - • ' 1 • 1 - 

And a dark shadow was cast cavthe 

agen# when its founder, Retiihard Geh- 
ilen, published his boo ^Der Dienst (TJe 
Service) that 1 was liberally sprinkled with 
! iritemaritlt-bitA It was a disservice .*to 

. the service he had' founded 1 » ■ ' 

( , Carl Schdpen , 
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W inter approaches* and with it its 
negative effects on employment in 
the construction industry. 

But there is a silver lining on an oth- 
erwise bleak economic horizon: demand 
from abroad lias been rising since last 
autumn. 

For many branches of industry foreign 
demand during the past few months has 
been the strongest if the not the only 
source of growth. It must* however, be 
taken into account that the weak 
deulschemark before the revaluation and 
competitive prices have improved the 
position of German products on interna- 
tional markets. - 

Growing exports have led to a pro- 
nounced Improvement In Germany’s 
balance of payments in the past few 
months. 

The current account deficit, which 
reached a record high in the first quarter 

of this year, has diminished greatly, says 
the September Bundesbank report. This 
is primarily due to growing foreign trade 
surpluses. 

But it remains to be seen whether the 
Bundesbank will succeed in halving last 
year's DM30bn deficit. This will largely 
depend on the development of exports 
end imports. 

■ ■ ■ 

The revaluation of the deutsclicinark 
and the Dutch guilder in conjunction 
with the devaluation of the French franc 
and the Italian lira have created new 
economic conditions. 

True, any appreciation of a currency 
acts as a brake on exports. But by the 
same token experience shows that reva- 
luations curb inflation while devalua- 
tions speed it up. The reason is simple. 
Currency appreciation makes imports 
cheaper. 

Countries that have revalued cur- 
rencies must redouble their efforts to 
rationalise industry and to curb wage in- 
creases* 

• And then there is this: if. a currency 
revalues and hence becomes internatio- 
nally more valuable, more people want 
it, and inclination to invest in it grows. 

The duetechemark’s problems until 
the revaluation arose from exactly the 
opposite set of circumstances. 

This, coupled with. America's, high 
interest policy, forced the Bundesbank 
to keep its own interest rates high: and 
tlus, in turn, curbed the business com- 
munity’s inclination to invest. 

The recent reduction of the Bundes- 
bank’s Lombard rate by one per cent is 
a mere gesture that will have little 
practical effect for the moment. 

The investment inclination in this 
country - a key element in bolstering 

the economy -r- is weak-. . , .. 

Domestic industrial orders were decli- 
ning against last year in the period from 
May to August. ■ , 

According to a report by i the Organi- 
sation for European Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), the share of 

gross investments in the GNP of the 

Federal Republic of. Germany will dcc- 

/ ne n^* y u 3 w by a , fu11 P eree nb>ge point 
(or DM 15bn) to a share of 22.4 per cent 

The major* element here is the .decline 


in housing construction investment by 
eight per cent (in real terms). 

In 1975 there was a post-war record 
of 1,226 bankruptcies in the construc- 
tion industry. This is likely to be topped 
this year with an anticipated 1,300. 

The Schimmelpfeng Credit Rating 
Agency anticipates a total of about 
1 1,500 bankruptcies this year - 25 per 
cent more than last year and 20 per cent 
more than in 1977. 

Employment in the construction in- 
dustry is likely to continue its sharp 
decline. Construction prices have already 
risen by an average of five per cent this 
year and the Federation of German In- 
dustry predicts futher sharp price in- 
creases starting from 1983 due to dimi- 
nished capacities. 

There is an investment slump in 
Germany today. Yet it is right now that 
we need massive investment to replace 
obsolete plant and machinery. 

Across the board, German industry 
today operates with older machinery 
than It did before the mid-1970s reces- 
sion. 

A long-term strategy must also take 
into account that the number of job 
seekers will be rising by an annual 
140,000 until 1987. 

The necessary jobs cannot be created 
by government measures - which in 
any event cannot be financed for budge- 
tary reasons. 

To create new jobs we need better 
sales and profit prospects; in other 
words: a greater inclination to invest. 

Bonn’s Economic Affairs Ministry 
stressed in its latest monthly report that 
its greatest concern is the labour market. 

The latest data released by the Federal 
Labour Office are anything but encoura- 
ging. 

Though the number of jobless dimi- 
nished slightly to 1.256m in September, 
this is purely seasonal. 

The unemployment rate of 5.4 per 
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Massive plans lor coal conversio: 
run into wave of disinclination 
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Yet the arguments currently advanced 
against coal gasification and liquefaction 
are by no means new. Sceptics warned at 
a very early stage against undue eupho- 
ria. 

Industrial experts knew what the score 
was much earlier, it seems reasonable to 
assume, than the Bonn government, 
which is now priding itself on having 
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cent (5.5 in August and 3.5 as an annual 
average for last year) "bodes ill for the 
winter,” says Labour Office President 
Josef Stingl. 

He anticipates a further rise next year, 
and does not exclude the possibility of 
the figure reaching 1.7m as forecast by 
some economic research institutes. 

This would drain public coffere by 
billions of deutschemarks and could well 
lead to a sharp decline in private con- 
sumption. 

There has already been a decline In 
private consumption tills year — by 
about one per cent in the first half. This 
confirms the old experience that people 
save more when prospects are bleak. 

The savings quota rose from 14.1 per 
cent in the last quarter of 1980 to 16 
per cent in the second quarter of this 
year. 

According to an analysis by Baye- 
rische Landesbank, private consumption 
would have been up DM7bn had the 
savings quota in the first half of 1981 
remained the same as last year. To keep 
things in perspective, it must be borne 
in mind that some 55 per cent of GNP 
is accounted for by private consumption. 

And when growth in this sector fails 
below zero it becomes extremely diffi- 
cult to make up for it by stepped up 
investments and exports. 

Also the consumer price index for 

ikes borrowing 
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T he Bundesbank has lowered ‘the 
Lombard rate (at which banks can 
use securities as collateral for borrowing) 

from 12 per cent to 11 . 

This indicates that the bank is cau- 
tiously willing to ease off the money 
Drake. ■ 

ft doesn't, however, mean that it is 
doing an about-face on credit policy. 

Bundesbank president Karl Otto PBlil 
is essentially continuing on the course 
he embarked on recently by providing 
banks with additional liquidity and so 
checking further interest rate increases. 

This gentle loosehing up was facili- 
tated by the latest developments on for- 
eign exchange markets. 

Tlie revalued deutschemark has ac- 
quired new lustre - riot only within the 
EuroJjeah Monetary System but also 
against the.-dollar — .which has unproved 


our balance of payments and made en- 
ergy imports cheaper. 

The current account Is showing clear 
signs of recovery, which is unlikely to 
be hampered by the fact that our export 
goods have become more expensive due 
to the appreciation of the deutschemark. 

Even so, the Bundesbank has resisted 
demands by the trade unions to loosen 
up more significantly on the tight mon- 
ey policy because it still considers the 
inflation rate too high and the public 
sector* deficit too large. 

But despite this cautious attitude on 
the part of the Bundesbank, change 
could come swiftly. ' 

Should, for instance, the deutsche- 
mark continue to appreciate, the rise in 
the exchange rate would Have tq be 
checked by lowering the interest rates. 

j The economy, \yith its stagnation of 
domestic, demand,, cqu id do With such a 
shot in ,the arrp. 

■i This could well happen' soon, unless 

circumstances, change. ,. . . j 

(Stufigortur ^Ituog, 9 Optobor.l 981 ) 
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September was up 6.5 per coil a 
the same month last year. 

Even if the annual Inflation a 
for 1981 is unlikely to reach this 
ing figure, it is certain to exceed _ 
per cent mark forecast by the m 
ment. 

-Naturally, this has an effect on 1 
incomes. The inflation rate next 
likely to be curbed somewhat b„ 
imported goods will become cheapen 

And 1982 wage deals are likely, 
more moderate than this yeart. 

Poor domestic demand will pro 
lead to an overall decline in the GIL 
one per cent, despite the fact that; 
GNP in the first half of this year 
about the same as in the second ha 
1980. 

Even so, the Bundesbank cob 
that “the anticipated recession th if 
in other words a sustained rather 
short-term decline in the GNP, v 
materialise. 

“But stagnation coupled with ex 
ing production capacities means that 
dustry will operate even more below 
pacity than it did last year." 

To sum up: There will be no i 
sion but there will also be no upswing. 

Two major questions will be deefei 

• Will exports remain a viable loco 
tive of growth? There can be no d 
that the impulses imparted by a 
deutschemark will diminish due . to 
exchange rate realignment. 

On the other hand, our inflation 
is still markedly lower than that of ot 
countries. Much will depend on de 
lopnients on major foreign marw 
Here, the past feto months have prw 
ed little encouragement in the EEC a 
the United States. 

But the Hamburg Institute fof 
nomic Research (HVVWA) r fqrecasS 
noticeable revival of world pade “ 
year. The figure, spoken of iM,g 
rate of three to four per pent.. By 
same token, this, year wiU ft c . a * 
decline. • ■ . 

• Will our public ^sector firlah! 

put on a sound footing and thus'pK 
a viable incentive 1 for private . m 
ment? ■ ■ ' ■ ' l 

The 1982 Fedehirblidget pirbVUld 

a deficit on DM27bn (driwri; OP 
year's DM35bn). 'The 
(heavily 1 consumption' domjjrai?®/?? 

sector to the private sector 1 itiiJSt ri^ 
seen as 'Completed. 1 : f ' .V 1 , ... 

Businessmen need, a 
confidence- in spiring economic T 
an investment incentive./ ; i ,»U 

Volker W 

1 . (Stldd'tfuUcha/eiluni. /* i 9 ctobir J# 


Bowl swnunenfj aal deve 
Lent pmgWM» adopted k Ja- 
JJot has already turned out to 

hiog of a flop. 

, ad gasification projects were 
m being considered by the Eco- 

Mb Ministry. 

aid of May this year, there 

jibrSeJ- "- ' , 5- 1 ' ' ' ' ■ 

projects were submitted for poal 
£. Afff three are now in doubt 
there 1 jUst isn’t' the cash avall- 
[i subsidies. ■ , •• 

(nun i few pilot projects, there 
iDoniajof coal refineries in the 
H Ruhr regions, and none In the 

to. 

nonth the Cabinet In Bonn will 
vhit priority is to be given to 
[mill not be much, 
ish and Technology Minister 
von Btliow says in explanation 
[toe has been a world-wide reap- 
lof coal refining. 

had also been difficulties in 
stable locations for large-scale 

a* 

[domestic coal was mainly needed 
:uks such as piped heating. 
iaid it would be inadvisable to 
inil to be refined into oil, gas, or 

ifxl. . 

Hon of coal was not urgent. 

ity 1979 Bonn resolved to "forgo 
M large-scale production of gas, 
Wkh from, .coal at full speed and 

Way? ■ 

ifcrelopment programme was out- 
in months later, which is fast in- 
lb Bonn standards. 

went grants were to be provid- 
|l expedite the full-scale develop- 
'd coal gasification and liquefac- 

pragianune may not bring about 
ledlate improvement in oil and 
PJ supplies,” Bonn said at the 
■but from the mid-80s it will 
u increasing contribution towards 
wppUes” 

-- coal might not yet. be cco- 
■ the government said, but by the 
to first large-scale facilities were 

in the mld-80s It probably 

lia.'. . 

** of this kind were encouraged 
^ submitted for consideration 
spanieg Interested In grants. Four- 
la ®' submitted by well-known 
"ib such as Veba, Ruhrkohle, 
Joyssen, Rheinbraun, Flick and 

I ^ 

pBonn Economic Affairs Ministry 
^ttpwith the following equation: 

f project proposals are imple- 
planned, the demand for coal 
p refined should increase to about 
Jion tonnes a year and the 
for brown coal to about 10 mil- 
both by 1993” 

Irjffer all, was about a quarter of 
C* for primary energy that coal 
| wal met last year. 

looked , good for German 
tod the government expected 
^ totalling DM 13bn to create 

^ immediate volume , of invest- 

, 1'^® installations currently pro- 
thould - ' ■ 


In other words, it would generate 
10,000 new jobs lasting 10 years. 

So companies in the running firmly 
expected Bonn to give substantial sub- 
sidies towards the cost of such a promis- 
ing programme. 

Companies that submitted projects to 
Bonn accordingly outlined the propor- 
tion of investment costs they expected 
the government to meet, and it was at 
least 50 per cent. 

Krupp, for instance, wanted a 75-per- 
cent subsidy for a process that is already 
in commercial use abroad. Rheinbraun 
wanted 65 per cent towards the cost of a 
process that can already run profitably 
without a government grant. 

Flick did not bother with percentages. 
Annual subsidies required would total 
DM57m until the end of the century, they 
said, which added up to DMlbn. 

But soon after last year's general elec- 
tion campaign, in which a great future 
was forecast for German coal, the go- 
vernment’s eagerness to subsidise deve- 
lopment began to subside. 

Seven coal gasification projects were 
under consideration by the Economic 
Affairs Ministry. By the end of May this 
year only three were still shortlisted. 

Once Rheinbraun had agreed to 
manage without a government grant the 
sum earmarked for subsidies was cut 
from DM 820m to DM 549m, consisting 
of DM31 5m for a Ruhrkohle project 
and DM 234m for Deutsche Shell. 

Economic Affairs Ministry officials are 
still expecting Shell, which produces gas 
and oil profitably in Germany, to dis- 
pense with subsidies. 

That would leave one single project in 
receipt of subsidies, yet the Ministry still 
feels it has a “convincing coal gasifica- 
tion programme in both energy and in- 
dustrial policy terms.” 


And this Is only the current state of 
affairs. The government cannot be ex- 
pected to have finished with pruning 
expenditure. 

Even so, what is left of a once ambi- 
tious programme is more than Andreas 
von Billow, the Research and Technolo- 
gy Minister, still has to show for him- 
self. 

Herr von Billow is responsible for 
coal llquefaotlon, for which three pro- 
jects were submitted. One was prepared 
jointly by Ruhrkohle and Veba and ex- 
pected to total DM4bn in investment 
costs. 

Saarbergwerke’s coal liquefaction pro- 
ject was to cost between DM 1.5bn and 
DM2bn, Rheinbraun’s to cost DM lbn. 
About DM 15m has been invested in 
preliminaries for the Ruhrkohle-Veba 
and Saarbergwerke projects. The last 
word will not be said on the Rheinbraun 
project until the mid-80s. 

Will the first two projects at least 
continue to be subsidised? No-one in 
Bonn seems to know. 

A spokesman for the Research Minis- 
try has said a decision would not be 
taken until the end of the year, but Herr 
von Billow is already hard-pressed to 
find cash to honour existing grant 
commitments. 

So by the year's end he Is unlikely to 
have much left in the kitty to dole out 
to either of the coal liquefaction pro- 
jects. . 

He has already started to beat a re- 
treat Plans for a coal liquefaction pro- 
ject to be run jointly with the United 
States in Morgantown, Virginia, have 
been scrapped. 

So the Bonn government's coal deve- 
lopment programme adopted and pro- 
claimed In January 1980 has proved a 
flop after only a year and a half. 


been so smart. 

Veba's Rudolf von Benningsen-Foer- 
der, for instance, warned a year ago not 
to overrate the prospects of coal lique- 
faction. 

“In the next 20 years” he said, “the 
technical possibilities of coal liquefac- 
tion will make little or no difference to 
Germany’s reliance on imports of liquid 

fuel." ‘ • 

The days when no one disputed that 
coal must be given priority were recalled 
by Karlheinz Bund, chairman of RyhT r 
kohle AG, when a pilot liquefaction 
plant at Bottrop was opened. 

There were, he said, old-timers at the 
opening ceremony who had pioneered 
coal liquefaction in pre-war and wartime 
Germany. 

In 1940, for Instance, roughly five 
million tonnes of motor fuel had been 
refined from coal in the German Reich. 
That was 25 per cent of current motor 
fuel consumption in the Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany. . 

A litre of coal-based motor fuel still 

costs about 35 pfennigs more to man- 
ufacture than comparable fuel refined 
from petroleum, but the gap is conti- 
nually being narrowed. 

That was why Herr Bund felt it would 
be wrong to wait until hydration was 
economic before going ahead with a 
full-scale plant. Waiting could prove 

even costlier. . . 

This was very much in keeping with 

the targets of the coal development pro- 
gramme adopted by the Bonn govern- 
ment early last year. 

But Ruhikohle’s board chairman 
chose to ignore a crucial consideration. 

Bonn is no longer as enthusiastic as it 
was about the ambitious coal develop- 
ment programme. 

Wolfgang Hoffmann 

(Die Zolt, 9 October 1981 ) 



E rnst Bayer of Tubingen University 
organic chemistry department says 
crude oil could soon be refined from 

SC ^ofMsor 8 Bayer says an Improved ver- 
sion of the laboratory process has been 
costed and found to be economically 

feasible on an Industrial basis. 

He heads a three-man research team 

which has simulated in a r 

and at a temperature of 300 degrees cm 

tlorade the production .of petroleum 

from micro-biomass of the kind found 

* n ^r^Wt W .i r ,Top T 

^Unlike' crei* oU th0 resuJting pctro ‘ 
leum « norganlc *?**??? 

S^a ^ tiP <* used |» 

roadbuUdirig. • _ - 
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sludge 
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Refining oil 

from 

sewage sludge 

, output corresponds to the crude oil pro- 

< * U /afor the cost, a conrerterln which 
sludge is dried to 90 per eat dwu»tt« 
would cost between DM 10m and 
DM 20m, but it Would cut out the cost 

of building 'sludge tanks. 

Decomposition takes about 20 days and 

septio tanks at sewage works often break 
down, Professor Bayer says. 

Converters would cost mughty the 
same to build, but they work faster, have 
a higher yield and are economic in 
Jcwage works catering for 100,000 peo- 

: They” are * most economic In units ca- 

i taring for about, 200,000 pfppte, *>not 
: every sewage works In the couptiy is 
' suitable for conversion to produce coal 

, aind oil as a by-prodpet . . 

But 70 per cent are, bang located ai 

noints where transportation costs are low 
^'converting swig® dodge 

and crude oil may not solve the coun- 
try’s energy problems* the professor says, 

but it can help/ 


Assuming the countrywide output of 
sludge to be about 100 million a year, 
more than two million tonnes of crude 
oil could be refined, especially for che- 
micals manufacturers. 

This is about two per cent of demand. 

It is also roughly the amount of natural 
petroleum produced in Germany. 

Following initial probes Professor 
Bayer is confident garbage could also be 
converted into coal and oil. It would 
merely need to be sorted beforehand, 
which still presents problems. 

He and his team are also examining 
the possibility of refining fuel from 
sludge dredged from, rivers and harbour 

Installations. 

The long-term prospects, he says, will 
be much better If sludge from river 
beds can also be. converted into crude 

•oil and coal. ■ 1 u t 

Professor Bayer is currently negotiat- 
ing for the construction of a pilot , plant 
for sewage sludge conversion, provided 
' agreement Is reached by the «ld of this 
j year the pilot plant could be In opera- 
tion by the end of next, year* v. 

The t Mn r would then need a further 
i year !br year and a half to . take another 
look at the environmental .Hazards and 

the output. ' .... 

Then large-scale commercial exploita- 
tion of the process tould go ahead. 

The professoT is a Ihreb-tiirie aWard- 
winner. He 1 was awarded a DM 100,000 
, Continued on pa* » 
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Mannesmann Demag, . 
your partner with expe- 
rience In all matters of 
mechanical engineering! 
and plant construction. 
With a broad financial 
base, world-wide sales 
network and a future- 
oriented research and 
development programs 
for new products. 

Mannesmann Demagi 

Postfach 100141, D-4100 Dufsl 
Fed. Rep. of Germany 
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